•» 

"CAjnce  ’.cci'. 

r*  r:  ..J  :^  r.;/:.  T'r.'j.'T/si!)  I'ttxjoo.’iations 


Soon  afto?'  ''.o 

ship,  and  Lhoii  «.r  •  ’  r  o-’  t 
(afterwards)  •"  r.-'i;  1 
I  had  to  rriii*  'tj  !;•' iv.’  iov 

American-Jr'.pv*  u  at  '.'■r  «»i  i,*'  :i  c  ^ 

Admiral  Nav-i ^:A  /v  •'•  j  i  •* 

were  larcol^  :•(  rrl  ,ci  i •' 


i  )iad  to  visit  Ise  to  wor- 
r^'ld  ond  badly  couphing 
i.hei  from  tuberculosis), 
r.  jji.)  n.-.vs.  I  studlad  the 
ft  fr'na  niy  ambassador 

trau  l.ha  nei^otiations 
Uvv  of  r'X’no  source. 


Yet  I  st.^.li 


•iiOu  'h  V.i .  Stejnbart  to  the 


President  e2:d 
what  pai’i  the"  i.i.r,/;  pi 
matter  ao  frcat  uc  ..Jiis 
Japan  without  r^‘  l_i 
source,  the  FotoI^.'!  I’.t 
the  situation  so  grave, 


yid  o '•■v:  *  h . rs  to  dr  with  jt,  though 
yt,-  b.n^c.  to  Ahvhow,  that  a 

ororla  be  o.=d-.cn  ’.’.p  between  '\faerica  and 
nnd  bf-xperei  with  b/  some  other 
i:;ter  nho’ild  at  once  resign,  but  seeing 
I  rede  up  my  mind  to  conduct  the  nego¬ 


tiation  'to  a  successful  ending  if  possible.  Succeeding  or 
failing,  in  the  ond  I  v/ould  take  the  whole  responsibility  and 
resign. 


This  was  the  course  I  mapped  out  for  my  conduct  thereafter. 
Indeed  I  did  my  best  in  the  negotiation  to  bring  them  to  a  suc¬ 
cess,  preserving  the  national  dignity  of  Japan  and  interna¬ 
tional  good  faith.  But  I  studied  carefully  the  draft  wired  by 
Admiral  Nomura  and  procoedod  to  conduct  tho  negotiations.  I 
began  to  doubt  success  very  much.  The  reasons  may  bo  roughly 
given  as  follows; 

1.  In  tho  grave  world  situation  the  negotiations  at  Wash¬ 
ington  involved  too  many  and  intricate  subjects.  We  must 
satisfy  in  some  major  way,  the  Japanese  people  as  woll  as  the 
Ampricans,  and  must  also  avoid  giving  any  ground  for  misundor- 

standing  or  misgiving  to  Gorraany  and  Italy. 

«  0 

All  of  a  sudden  for  Prince  Konoye,  our  Premier,  to 
meet  tho  Prosident  in  Honolulu  or  to  dispatch  our  navy  to  ex¬ 
change  folioltations  with  the  American  Navy,  would  greatly  as¬ 
tound  Gcrraany  an'l  Italy.  In  any  case,  those- things  must  bo 
conmonicated  beforehand  to  Germany  and  Italy,  preventing  mis¬ 
understanding  and  misgiving. 

Besidos,  Prince  3onoyo’s  conforonco  v/ith  tho  President  * 
at  Honolulu  would  bo  very  dolioato,  and  if  it  onded  in  rupture, 
it  might  havo  on  elemont  of  danger  to  lead  two  countries  to 
further  ostrangomont  oven  to  tho  brink  of  war.  Before  they 
moot  wo  must  agroo  botwoon  America  and  Japcui  on  nnin  points 
whidh  aro  to  be  limited  to  as  fow  as  possible.  In  any  case,  in 
a  grave  situation  like  ours,  wo  must  not  try  to  roach  an  ogroo- 
mont  on  too  imny  things  and  settle  too  many  details  at  once. 

• 

*2.  I  doubtod  if  both  the  American  and  Japanese  author¬ 
ities  who  started  the  negotiations  woixi  entirely  sincere.  Of 
course  I  did  not  doubt  Admiral  Nomura’s  sincerity  at  all  but 
tho  mon  who  wore  manipulating  from  Tokyo  or  olsowhoro  behind' 
him,  I  doubtod  vory  much  thoir  sincerity.  On  tho  other  hand, 
America  might  bo  thinking  of  closing  tho  door  behind  and  making 
suro  that  Japan  would  not  attack  from  tho  Pacific,  and  sho  woulc 
join  tho  vicx  in  Europe  or  might  even  be,  by  negotiating  with 
Japan,  testing  tho  attitude  and  determination  of  Japan;  how 
strong  or  how  vroak.  In  those  days  tho  American  attitude  and  ac¬ 
tion  towards  European  war  wore  becoming  ovory  day  moro  positive, 

3.  In  negotiating  liko  this,  tho  national  dignity  must  bo 
uphold  and  international  good  faith  must  bo  obsorvod,  Tho  Jap- 
anoso  side  was  simply  in  bogging,  stooping  down  to  'tho  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mr,  Hull,  no  dignity  on  our  part,  v/hilo  tho  highest 
liaison  conforonco  soomod  to  ha,vo  agreed,  boforo  I  oomo  book  to 


s 


I 

i 
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Tokyo,  that  as  a  matter  of  course  the  necotiations  with  ^^cr- 

ica  \fOTo  to  bo  conducted  in  secrecy  to  Gcriiic.ny  and  Italy. 

V#hcn  I  took  part  the  conference  the  evening  of  tlic 

day  I  got  back  to  Tokyo,  jl  recall  someone  said  in  the  confor- 

onco  that  Japan  is  an  independent  ccimtry  and  is  not  certainly 
obliged  to  confer  with  Orinuny  and  Italy  on  every  foreign  af¬ 
fair  or  negotiation  with  any  other  coar;try,  whereupon  I  re¬ 
plied,  that  that  depended  on  the  mettets  or  affairs  Japan  is 
taking  up;  concerning  the  p.^ndlac  negotiations  v/hich  wore  of 
such  importance,  seme  cc-xrnunication  to  some  extent  must  be 
made  to  Germany  and  Ituj;'-, 

Japan  wr.s  obliged  to  do  so  to  preserve  good  faith  and 
that  did  not  oncrc/ach  upon  the  independence  of  Japan  nor  per¬ 
mit  Germani'’  and  Itr.ly  to  interfere  with  the  negotiations. 

4.  ■  During  negotiations  lilco'this,  it  is  usual  to  ''give 
in"  on  both  sides  as  you  proceed,  but  Ilr.  Hull  showed  a  stif¬ 
fen  attitude  as  we  wont  on. 

For  instance,  in  later  negotiations  I'r.  Hull  vdshed 
his  speech  condemning  Germany  to  be  made  an  appendix  to  the 
present  convention,  or  to  make  Japan  accept  the  /\mcrican  views 
of  the  European  war.  Of  course,  Japan  could  not  agree  without 
seeming  to  show  bad  faith  with  Germany  and  Italy  to  such 
things. 

Although  the  Amorican-Japanese  understanding  could  have 
boon  reached  on  the  Pacific  and  China  problem  without  refer- 
rcnco  to  tlic  Eurepoan  ijar,  or  v/ltliout  Ja2pan  committing  such 
bad  faith,  wi.v  /jixrica  brought  in  such  unnecessary  and  extra¬ 
neous  cfitrcrs  I  was  at  a  lors  to  urdei'f.taud,  unless  America's 
move  v.^s  to  compol  in  the  nc. g d  lat i  ons ,  Japan  to  practically 
cancel  tlio  O'rl  oartibo  Pact  which  Japan  couid  not  very  well  do 
at  the  time. 

5.  I’do  array  and  nr.'/y  hr-.d  been  pressing  me  for  seme  time 

to  negotiate  wl'-h  riariv..c  fci  poixn’’ s^’i^r  co  send  Japanese 
forces  to  ar.d  vr.c  •"i  ulavuy  wt  ich  rocucst  I  put  off  as 

long  as  i>ossi  ing  juel'.  a  move  migho  lead  to  a  clash 

vrith  ur-Cwt  Briialr  .  It  aecT-od  'ca  me  that  the  negotiations 
with  Amcclca  and  uhc  sending  of  .Taper; esc  iorocc  to  Southern 
Indo-Ohina  vrore  jr  rcr.rr.ciiacl  d  too,  and  v/ould  mcko  America 
doubt  oar  sincerity  jn  the  nogwtiatiena .  3ut  tho  navy  and 
arev''  a-uthor.ttlr.F  con'^.erded  thr.t  fingaporo  wr.s  nvgmonting  its 
forcos  ana  mig.ht  at  any  timo  invade  .Cncic-OJina  and  that  they 
wished  to  fcrcstc}]!  cn.ca  a  move  and  prevent  a  clash  with  Groat 
Britain.  Ilicy  ■^r.id  tho  mc’-c  was  nor  at  all  aggressive  and 
sane  young  officers  calljd  on  me  from  the  armiy  at  ray  house  to 
explain  where  they  wen  to  I  to  smd  Li  foren.*’,  and  to  show  mo 
that  the  Jajr.ncoe  .military  airplanci:  did  net  enable  them  to 
fly  and  attach  Sir.g.-pcrc  as  .^ncy  could  not  Ilya  long  enough 
distance  to  do  xo.  Ihc  nojiics  of  inhere  youi.'g  officers  I  do  not 
knovr:  two  or  thr-.o  off ic  ors  railed  at  mj”  Louse , 

T  had  in  mind  the  vp»’o'’dinrs'  .*hD  dignity  of  Japcii 
and  the  obsor’/rng  good  inte.rnc  oi.rnal  xbrlth;  tried  my  best 
to  put  tho  nngotiabionr  ou  a  right  orach  ar.ci  to  oring  them  to 
a  succesyfui  ending.  But  the  la''JL  af  the  second  Konoyo  Cabinet 
and  iry  ill  ncultn  oceveai  cd  it,  cruced  mo  tc  drop  tho  negotia¬ 
tions  quacblj*  and  to  hope  to  take  thrir  up  iai/ov  when  tho  oppor¬ 
tune  moment  erme  and  to  then  :.'oall*v;  fond  dream  of  reaching 
Oi'good  undarstanding  with  ..morr.ec  tJi  the  Pacific  as  well  as  with 
tho  China  problem;  eventually  coepevabing  with  ^.morica  to  end  tho 
viaT.  I  have  been  ever  since,  ill  and  convalescent  to  tho  present 
time. 
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HOW  THE  TRIPARTITE  TACT  WAS  TADE 

Several  questiens  were  put  to  German  Forcigi  Minister  Von 
Ribbontrop  but  it  sooms  thau  why  I  put  thoso  questions  was  not 
woll  understood. 

Somo  time  aftorwards  Mr,  Stohmer  was  sont  to  Tokyo  by  Von 
Ribbontrop, 

I  do  not  know  tho  oxact  datos  of  Mr,  Stahmor’s  calls  on 
mo.  It  v/as  though,  tho  oarly  part  of  Soptembor,  soon  aftor 
ho  roachod  Tokyo.  -  I  received  him  in  my  private  houso  which 
Gonoral  Ott,  tho  German  Ambassador  and  Stahmor -visited,  and 
aftor  tho  introduction  of  Mr,  Stahmor  by  General  Ott,  I  im- 
mediatoly  started  to  ask  my  questions.  My  first  guostion 
was:  -  what  Germany  thoucht  of  /morica  at  tho  time,  I.lr,  Stahmor 
replied  Germany  wanted  to  avoid  /jnorica*s  ever  joining  tho  war. 
Here  I  took  tho  liberty  of  asking  Mr,  Stahmor  v;ho  was  answer¬ 
ing  my  questions,  what  authority  Mr.  Stahmor  had  in  answering 
mo.  Mr,  Stahmor  rjisworcd  that  I  might  consider  his  words  as 
coming  directly  from  Mr.  Von  Ribbontrop,  the  Gorman  Foreign 
Minister.  Thereupon  I  procccdod  to  put  further  questions  bo- 
foro  him.  I  asked  how  Germany  intended  to  deal,  v/ith  America 
after  tho  European  v/ar.  Mr,  Stahmor  replied  that  Germany  in- 
tondod  to  improve  relations  with  /oncrica  after  tho  war  xind  • 
wished  to  bo  on  friendly  toims  with  her.  Thon  I  said  that  I 
was  anxious  that  Japan  and  Amorica  should  never  fight  end  that 
Japan  must  do  everything  humanly  possible  to  avoid  it.  Japan»s 
relations  with  America  must  bo  imarovod  and  readjusted.  Japan 
wished  to  soo  the  most  cordial  rolatious  with  America  in  tho  ' 
futxiro.  I  said  fuiiihcr,  conoorning  Soviet  Russia,  that  Japan 
has  been  for  years  negotiatijig  for  a  non-aggression  or  neutral¬ 
ity  treaty  at  Moscow,  but.  in  rain.  Japan  vd.3ned  solve  many 
outstanding  a.rd  luiploasant  nattcra  botv/oen  the  two  countries 
and  readjust  rclacions.  I  aokod  Mr.  fvtahmer  v;as  it  poosiblo 
for  Goruany  +-o  use  hor  good  officoo  and  help  Japan  in  this 
scoro?  Ml.  Stabraor  ro.spcndocl  Immediately  that  Gcrtiany  would  do 
so.  • 

V/o  talked  go-n'icj  iy  abJUo  the  und  the  wor.ld  situation, 

I  remoraher  It  wa.^  :  rou:  c  'o  .'lOUiis  ».r  so  toforo  v:o  paitcd.  I 
reported  raughiy  o.bcu'n  tbi.i  ciccti.ig  to  tho  Prcmivir,  .Army  and 
Navy  Mliilstcrs  +110^  aut.hvT  i-oc.  me  to  pi  acocd. 

I  xiict  Ml.  i.v.err-ar*  and  G.iuoral  ott  .several  timrs  .iji  my  houso 
and  fina the  Germon- Jajo.n  if’  oact  (Ir.tor  Inducing  Italy  it 
become  the  Tiipirti te  P'  ct  a^  doac.ribod  clsCT’.t.crv-j)  draft  was 
initiated;  the  Go.TKr.n  side  scciu  to  have  refevrod  the  matter 
sov>.ral  times  to  Berlin. 


To  rocapituVr.tc,  the 'found  tirn  of  t*^c  pact  v;as  the  Hakko- 
Ichlu  old  Japr.ii'.'.Gc  iriorl,  but  t.’ie  iunodiaoo  br.s  .'s  wore:  1)  to 
avoid  tho  participation  of  a  po’.vtjrfei  ccvnit."  like  America  in 
tho  European  war.  2)  rrcvont?-o  of,  or  not  tc  do  anything  by 
oithc.r  Germany  oz-  Japan  .‘’n-'ding  to  American- Jo-pan^so  war,  3) 
Germany  to  iu3c  good  offices  with  .Bovier.  Ru.ssla  and  help  Japan 

to  conclude  nen~i .career; ion  o;  neui  ral'.l  ly  pa.et  with  Soviet  Rus¬ 
sia  and  roaCjOtjt  rolatron  ;  otheiwiaj.  ihcs'..  po.fnTs  un.st  .h''vo 
boon  undor.si.cod  we’’ T-  i-'om  ’miM in.  li  .n  r  n-l  utter'  rco  at  tho  time. 


Tu  nli.v’t, 
of  war  and  to 


It  v^as  r.n  '..ffort  to  jtep  rnlarcing  che  theater 
;rcvcnv.  a  rer  1  oonflDg;-.*au Ion. 


This  IS  why  I  said  at  the  time  chat  oho  Tripartite  Pact  was 
a  peace  pact  and  not  a  war  alliance  as  stated  clsov/horc, 
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I  nC'.y  add  that  aside  from  the  agreoment  Germany  and  Japan 
reached,  I  had  other  considojations  of  my  own  for  japan  to 

v/it ; 


1.  To  comb  very  closo  to  Germany  to  prevent  Berlin  to 
direct  tho  .'vmerican  citir.ors  of  German  origin,  to  carry  out 
propaganda  againat  Japan  ylti  the  aln  of  bringing  about  /unori- 
can- Japanese  wav.  Tb'j  vicar  eii:^z«\ns  of  German- blood  and 
origin  v/oro  said  to  annibc*-  t»;c,wy  jiil.ljcn.i  or  more,  six  mil¬ 
lions  of  whom  Vi'oxc  bouv-  and  later  nat 'oral. tried  in  .uiiorica. 

Sono  of  them  are  r.cl*  Germany.,  and  have  apparent¬ 

ly  hr.rmloss  sc''teties  or  arr;.''iaT.lr:iS  suen  ar«  aam.teir.  artists 
or  theater  clubs  ljtorc-.r5:  aLHCciation.o ,  etc,  vvhich  '_*c-  inighly 
recognized  and  cr.ii  oo  used  as  tools  of  Berlin.  Ic  wrji  my  * 

opinion  that  if  such  luischf o'.ous  propaganda  is  ever  carried  out, 
there  would  bo  no  moans  of  stopping  it  and  vc  would  see  an  /unori-. 
can-Japancso  v/ar  in  a  half  year.  I  trust  anyone  who  has  stu¬ 
died  this  point  and  followed  it  to  its  basis  v/ill  agree  with 
me. 


2.  To  prevent  the  theater  v/lding  out  to  wliat  we  call 
Greater  East  Asia  and  to  preserve  peace  in  those  regions, 

3.  To  use  German  influonce  and  good  offices  to  induce 
China  to  directly  approach  and  nogotiato  with  Japan "to  ond  tho 
Chlnoso  incident.  This  was  actually  tried  labor  on, 

4l  To  put  Japan  and  Soviet  Huissln^on  sound  end  good  rola- 
tlons,  so  that  \ic  approach  therr^aftor  /unerica  v/ith 

strong  and  eolf-re3  ;octab."u.  abh  l-  udo  or  one  hand  and  sincerity 
and  broad  mind  on  the  o':  her.  Thus  I  ho  pod,  wo  could  roach  a 
peaceful  unde'' standing  i  i  the  Paclfi’o  and  bn  tho  Chinese  ques¬ 
tion.  In  approaohing  .’jnerica,  1  raado  it  a  sine  qua  non  that 
Japan  should.  o'«'cntually  but  as  scon  as  possible  v/ithdrav/  her 
forces  from  China, 


V/hon  this  could  bo  done  Jainn,  I  thought  in  i'jncrica*s  oyos, 
vjcs  in  a  position  to  offer  .jaavica  Japan's  cooperation  in  bring¬ 
ing  about  the  end  of  tho  Brit  5a;h-Go.vman  we.r  in  liuropc  ,  a.lthough 
tho  fall  of  the  soeond  Kanoyo  Cabinet  and  my  iL3.ross  proventod 
me  from  any  attempt  of  th^s  latter  part  of  my  plan. 

I  considered  the  withdrawal  of  Japanoso  forces  from  China 
as  tho  crux  of  the  situation.  If  this  -./as  nor.  dene  .unorioa 
would  not  trust  Japrji's  sincerity.  Yob,  this  ’w-itn'drawal  of 
Japanese  forces  fv^m  China  ’/as  voxy  elf f' cult  for  Japan  but  I 
wr.a  canaidorii'.g  it  3n  t'l*.  problem  of  apprcacIJ.ng  .'n'lcrlea  very 
carefully.  A  principle  of  m*''  fcional  dea3ivig  ve.s  that 

any  pmilso  given  nust  be  faithfully  carried  out,  or  else  one 
shouJd  never  proj:* 
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